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BUSCA, A.A. (BILINGUAL
UNDERGRADUATE
STUDIES FOR COLLEGIATE
ADVANCEMENT)

Program Description

English

BUSCA offers the Spanish-speaking community the degree of Associate
of Arts with a concentration in English for Academic Purposes. During

their studies, students will take at least one course from each required
Institutional Learning Outcomes.

The BUSCA curriculum is designed to help the students become
proficient in English in an educational environment that is comfortable
and challenging. The goal is for graduates to have the academic and
linguistic skills they need to transfer into a bachelor’s degree program at
La Salle, if desired.

Bilingual support services are available to all BUSCA students.

Espanol

BUSCA ofrece a la comunidad hispanohablante el titulo de Asociado
en Artes Liberales con una concentracion en “English for Academic
Purposes.” Durante sus estudios, los estudiantes toman al minimo un
curso de cada categoria de los resultados institucionales.

El curriculum de BUSCA aborda las aspiraciones de los estudiantes en
hacerse proficientes en el inglés mientras se les brinda un ambiente
educativo donde el estudiante se siente como en casa, apreciado y
retado académicamente. La meta del programa es que los graduados
tienen las habilidades académicas y lingliisticas necesarias para
continuar sus estudios para recibir un bachillerato universitario de La
Salle.

BUSCA ofrece apoyo bilinglie tanto académico como administrativo a
todos los estudiantes.

GPA Requirement

English

Students must earn a C or better in the following courses to continue
onto the next course and to enroll in BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/
Seminario Final:

Code Title Credits
INST 105 Academic Discourse |: Writing 3
ENG 110 College Writing I: Persuasion 3
ENG 210 College Writing II: Research 3
LIT 100 Translingual And Transcultural Literature 3
LIT 150 Modern European And Latin American Writers 3
LIT 250 Selected Topics in Western Literature L 3
Total Credits 18
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With the approval of the BUSCA Director, students may take LIT 250
Selected Topics in Western Literature concurrently with BSCA 250
Capstone Seminar/Seminario Final.

Students must earn a C or better in BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/
Seminario Final to earn an Associate Degree and to apply for a
bachelor's degree program at La Salle. Additionally, students must have a
cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better to graduate and to apply for a bachelor’s
degree program at La Salle.

Espaiiol

Los estudiantes deben aprobar los siguientes cursos INST 105, ENG 110
y ENG 210 ademas de LIT 100, LIT 150 y LIT 250" con una nota minima de
“C" para continuar al préximo nivel y para inscribirse en el curso de BSCA
250.
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Con la aprobacioén del Director, los estudiantes podran tomar LIT 250 al
mismo tiempo que toman BSCA 250.

Los estudiantes deben aprobar el curso de BSCA 250 con una nota
minima de “C" para recibir el Titulo de Asociado y continuar sus estudios
en un programa de “Bachillerato universitario” en la Universidad de La
Salle. Ademas, los estudiantes de BUSCA deben tener un promedio
acumulativo de 2.0 o mas para graduarse y para solicitar para un
programa de “Bachillerato universitario” en la Universidad de La Salle.

Why Take This Major?

English

The Bilingual Undergraduate Studies for Collegiate Advancement
(BUSCA) Program offers Hispanic students a unique opportunity to

transform their lives and their futures by completing an Associate of Arts
degree program at La Salle University,

BUSCA offers an inclusive, supportive learning community that focuses
on the distinctive academic challenges of bilingual students. The BUSCA
faculty, staff, and administration respect each individual student and
strive to build on each student’s educational foundation, maximizing on
academic strengths and actively addressing weaknesses.

As the BUSCA students strive to develop a stronger foundational base

of knowledge, improved academic and English language skills, deeper
intellectual curiosity, and increased self-confidence, they are challenged
by a rigorous liberal arts-based curriculum and a nurturing yet demanding
faculty and staff. Upon graduating with a valuable degree and sixty

fully transferable credits into the bachelor’'s degree program at La Salle
University, BUSCA graduates are equipped to pursue further education
and to become lifelong learners and bilingual leaders in our communities,
society, and world.

Espaiol

El programa BUSCA, conocido por sus siglas en inglés (Bilingual
Undergraduate Studies for Collegiate Advancement), ofrece a los
estudiantes hispanohablantes una oportunidad Unica para transformar
sus vidas y su futuro en un programa de la Universidad de La Salle del
Grado de Asociado en Artes.

BUSCA ofrece una comunidad de aprendizaje y apoyo, tomando en
cuenta los retos académicos de los estudiantes bilingiies. Tanto el
profesorado como el personal y la administracion de BUSCA respetan
a cada estudiante como individuo, y se esfuerzan por construir una
plataforma educativa sélida, aprovechando al maximo las capacidades
académicas de los estudiantes y abordando activamente sus
debilidades.

Al tiempo que se reta a los estudiantes de BUSCA para que desarrollen
una base de conocimientos mas amplios, adelanten sus habilidades,
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tanto académicas como del idioma inglés, escudrifien en el area
intelectual y mejoren la auto-confianza, también se encaran a un plan de
estudios rigurosos en el area de las artes y un profesorado y personal
que apoya tanto como exige. Después de graduarse con un titulo de
sesenta créditos, que son transferibles en su totalidad para el programa
de licenciatura en la Universidad de La Salle, los graduados de BUSCA
estan preparados para continuar sus estudios, continuar en un proceso
de aprendizaje constante y ser lideres bilingiies en la comunidad, la
sociedad y el mundo.

Degree Earned

AA.

Required for Graduation
+ Courses
+ Major. 20
* Total: 20

+ Credits
+ Major: 60

+ Total: 60

+ GPA
+ Major: 2.0

+ Cumulative: 2.0

Student Learning Outcomes
+ Use written conventions of American English clearly and effectively in
a classroom or professional setting.

+ Use oral conventions of American English clearly and effectively in a
classroom or professional setting.

« Summarize, paraphrase, and extrapolate meaning from readings,
conversations, and research.

+ Explain, analyze, and critique information in written and spoken form.
+ Conduct and evaluate research effectively.

+ Improve academic Spanish-language skills, in particular, reading and
writing.

Progress Chart
Level One - Core Courses

11 courses required.

Code Title Credits
Level One - Core Courses

Universal Required Courses

Students must complete the following 4 courses.

ILO 8.1: Written Communication (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

ENG 110
ILO 5.1: Information Literacy (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

ENG 210
ILO 1.7: Understanding Diverse Perspectives (https://
catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)

FYS 130 ! 3
ILO 2.1: Reflective Thinking and Valuing (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

REL 100

College Writing |: Persuasion 3

College Writing II: Research 3

First-Year Academic Seminar

Religion Matters 3

Elective Core Courses
Students must complete 1 course in each of the following 4 ILOs.

ILO 3.71a: Scientific Reasoning (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

BIO 158

ILO 3.1b: Quantitative Reasoning (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

MTH 150

ILO 6.1: Technological Competency (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

CSC 151

ILO 8.1a/12.1: Oral Communication/Collaborative Engagement
(https://catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)

COM 150
Distinct Discipline Core Courses

Life Science: A Human Approach 3

Mathematics: Myths and Realities 3

Introduction to Computing Using Packages 3

Presentation Skills 3

Students must complete 1 course in each of the following 4 ILOs.
Each course must be from a different discipline. (A “discipline” is
represented by the 3- or 4-letter prefix attached to each course.)

ILO 4.1: Critical Analysis and Reasoning (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

Select one of the following: 3
AMST 100 American Dreams: Amer Themes
COM 101 Mass Media and Society
POL 151 Principles Of American Government

ILO 9.1: Creative and Artistic Expression (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/
undergraduate/ilo/)

LIT 250 Selected Topics in Western Literature 3

ILO 10.1: Ethical Understanding and Reasoning (https://
catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)

PHL 152 Ethics & The Good Life 3]

ILO 11.1: Cultural and Global Awareness and Sensitivity (https://
catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)

SPN 203
Universal Required Modules

Spanish For Heritage Speakers 3

Students must complete the following 2 non-credit modules. 2
ILO 7.1a (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)
Health Literacy Module

ILO 7.1b (https://catalog.lasalle.edu/undergraduate/ilo/)
Financial Literacy Module

All Other Major Requirements

INST 105 Academic Discourse I: Writing 3
LIT 100 Translingual And Transcultural Literature 3
LIT 150 Modern European And Latin American Writers 3
SPN 204 Spanish For Heritage Speakers I 3
BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/Seminario Final 3
Four other BUSCA courses ° 12
Total Credits 63

1

NOTE. This requirement is waived for BUSCA / Evening Division students.
2
The Modules are not required for Transfer Students, Core-to-Core

Students, or BUSCA Students. BUSCA students are required to take
modules if/when they pursue a bachelor’s degree.
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Offered in the BUSCA Program or approved by BUSCA Directors.

Recommended Course Sequence

BUSCA, A.A. (Bilingual Undergraduate Studies for Collegiate Advancement)

English
Course Title Credits
First Semester
COM 150 Presentation Skills 3
CSC 151 Introduction to Computing Using Packages ]
INST 105 Academic Discourse I: Writing ! 3
LIT 100 Translingual And Transcultural Literature U 3]
SPN 203 Spanish For Heritage Speakers 3
Credits 15
Second Semester
ENG 110 College Writing I: Persuasion 12 3
LIT 150 Modern European And Latin American Writers = 3
MTH 150 Mathematics: Myths and Realities 3
SPN 204 Spanish For Heritage Speakers I < 8
Approved elective #1 5 3
Credits 15
Third Semester
ENG 210 College Writing II: Research 16 3
LIT 250 Selected Topics in Western Literature U 3
REL 100 Religion Matters 3
Approved elective #2 3 8
Approved elective #3 5 3
Credits 15
Fourth Semester
BIO 158 Life Science: A Human Approach 3
BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/Seminario Final 23 3
PHL 152 Ethics & The Good Life 3
Approved elective #4 3 8
Approved elective #5 5 3
Credits 15
Total Credits 60

1

Students must earn a C or better to move onto the next course in the
sequence.

2

Prerequisite: INST 105 Academic Discourse |: Writing
3

Prerequisite: LIT 100 Translingual And Transcultural Literature
4

Prerequisite: SPN 203 Spanish For Heritage Speakers
5

Prerequisite: Cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better
6

Prerequisite: ENG 110 College Writing I: Persuasion
7

Prerequisite: LIT 150 Modern European And Latin American Writers
8

Prerequisite: ENG 210 College Writing Il: Research

3

9

Students must pass the capstone course, BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/
Seminario Final, with a minimum final grade of “C” to earn their Associate
Degree.

A cumulative GPA of 2.0 is required to receive the associate degree.

BUSCA students may apply to a bachelor’s degree program at La

Salle University only upon graduation from BUSCA with the associate
degree and a minimum final grade of “C” in BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/
Seminario Final.

Espanol
Primer semestre
+ COM 150- Las presentaciones académicas
+ CSC 151- Introduccién a la computacion con el uso de programas
- INST 105'- La escritura académica
- LIT 100'- La literatura translingual y transcultural
+ SPN 203- El espafol para los hispanohablantes

Segundo semestre
ENG 110'- El arte de escribir 1: Persuasién (pre-requisito: INST 105)

LIT 150'- La literatura latinoamericana (pre-requisito: LIT 100)

MTH 150- Matematicas: Los mitos y las realidades

SPN 204- El espaiol para los hispanohablantes (pre-requisito: SPN
203)

Primer electivo aprobado (pre-requisito: un promedio acumulativo de
2.0 0 mas alto)

Tercer semestre
« ENG 210'- El arte de escribir 2: Investigacion (pre-requisito: ENG 110)

« LIT 250'- Los temas en la literatura latinoamericana (pre-requisito:
LIT 150)

REL 100- La significancia de religion

Segundo electivo aprobado (pre-requisito: un promedio acumulativo
de 2.0 0 mas alto)

Tercer electivo aprobado (pre-requisito: un promedio acumulativo de
2.0 0 mas alto)

Cuarto semestre
+ BIO 158- La biologia humana

- BSCA 250% El curso seminario de BUSCA (pre-requisito: ENG 210)
+ PHL 152- La éticay lavida

+ Cuarto electivo aprobado (pre-requisito: un promedio acumulativo de
2.0 0 mas alto)

+ Quinto electivo aprobado (pre-requisito: un promedio acumulativo de
2.0 0 mas alto)

1

Los estudiantes deben sacar una “C” o mas alta en cada curso marcado
en asterisco para poder tomar el curso siguiente de inglés.

2

Para recibir el Titulo de Asociado, los estudiantes tienen que aprobar el

curso de BSCA 250 con una nota minima de “C” y mantener un promedio
de 2.0.

Los estudiantes de BUSCA podran solicitar admision a un “Bachiller
universitario” en la Universidad La Salle una vez que ellos aprueben
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el curso de BSCA 250 con una nota minima de “C" y que se hayan
graduado de BUSCA con el Titulo de Asociado.

Course Descriptions
BUSCA

BSCA 150 Foundations Course/Curso De Fundamentos

The primary objective of this English foundations course is to introduce
the Spanish-speaking student to American English in the university
context through spontaneous and directed oral, writing, and reading
exercises. The course also guides the Spanish-speaking student
through the acculturation process into typical American culture and
academic life at the University. The course includes an emphasis on
cross-cultural communication skills, beginning reading and writing
exercises, grammar-based themes, public speaking, and other skills
necessary to initiate a successful academic career. BSCA 150 is the
first course taken by a student entering the BUSCA program. It is a
unique course for several reasons. First, it is a 12-credit course. Second,
the classes for this one course are spread out over four weeknights.
Third, there are four components to this course (Grammar, Composition,
Conversation, and University Studies) and several instructors. Fourth,
the student'’s final grade in all four components will be averaged together
to form one final grade. Finally, BSCA 150 is unique because each
student must earn a final grade of "C" or higher in order to continue

in the BUSCA program. In other words, BSCA 150 is a prerequisite

for all other courses in BUSCA. Restriction(s): Only Open to Students
Registered in BUSCA/Es un curso exclusivamente para estudiantes de
BUSCA. El objetivo principal de este curso de fundamentos de inglés

es introducir al estudiante hispanohablante al inglés americano en el
contexto universitario, a través de la via conversacional espontaneay
dirigida, y a través de ejercicios de lectura y escritura. El curso también
ayuda al estudiante hispanohablante a adaptarse a la asimilacion de

la cultura americana y la vida universitaria. El curso hace énfasis en

las habilidades de comunicacion intercultural, a través de ejercicios de
lectura y de escritura, de temas basados en la gramética, la oratoria y
otras habilidades necesarias para iniciar una carrera académica exitosa.
BSCA 150 es el primer curso tomado por el estudiante que entra en

el programa BUSCA. Se trata de un curso Unico por varias razones;

en primer lugar, se trata de un curso de doce créditos. En segundo
lugar, las clases de este curso se imparten cuatro dias de semana en la
tanda nocturna. En tercer lugar, hay cuatro componentes de este curso
(gramatica, composicion, conversacion y estudios universitarios), cada
uno con diferentes profesores. En cuarto lugar, la calificacién final en
los cuatro componentes se promedia, para formar una calificacion final
del alumno. Por ultimo, el curso BSCA 150 es Unico, debido a que cada
estudiante debe obtener una calificacion final de "C" o mayor, con la
finalidad de continuar en el programa BUSCA. En otras palabras, BSCA
150 es un requisito previo para todos los cursos en BUSCA.

BSCA 170 Special Topics

BSCA 250 Capstone Seminar/Seminario Final

This course serves as the final English for Academic Purposes course

in the BUSCA program. It is intended to guide fourth-semester BUSCA
students in their understanding of undergraduate university requirements
and expectations and to refine the students’ proficiency with the English
language. Special emphasis is placed on continuing to develop the
students’ English language communication skills, persuasive writing, oral
argumentation, critical reading, and facility with conducting academic
research. The BSCA 250 students sharpen their skills through the
analysis of provocative contemporary issues and through authentic
language practice, such as debates, interviews, role plays, oral reports,
presentations, essays, and a research paper. Students must earn a'C’

or higher in BSCA 250 to earn an Associate Degree and continue their
studies in a bachelor's degree program at La Salle. Restriction(s): Only
Open to Students Registered in BUSCA/Es un curso exclusivamente

para estudiantes de BUSCA. Prerequisite(s): Must have C or higher in
ENG 210 to register for the course/Los estudiantes necesitan tener una
calificacion de C o méas alta en ENG 210 para tomar BSCA 250. Este
curso es el Ultimo de inglés con propdsitos académicos en el programa
BUSCA. Su propésito es servir como guia para que el estudiante de
cuarto semestre conozca cuales son los requisitos de la universidad en
cursos subgraduados y cuales son las expectativas, ademas le ayuda

a perfeccionar las habilidades de comunicacion en inglés. Este curso
hace especial énfasis en continuar el desarrollo del estudiante en las
habilidades de comunicacién, la escritura persuasiva, la argumentacion
oral, la lectura critica y facilita la realizacién de trabajos de investigacion.
Los estudiantes del curso BSCA 250 desarrollan sus habilidades a

través del analisis de temas de actualidad y a través de la practica
auténtica; tales como debates, entrevistas, juegos de rol, informes orales,
presentaciones, ensayos y trabajos de investigacion. Los estudiantes
tienen que aprobar BSCA 250 con una nota minima de "C" para recibir el
Titulo de Asociado y continuar sus estudios en un programa de "Bachiller
universitario” en la Universidad de La Salle.

Program Contact Information

Joanne Woods
Director

Hayman Hall 212
woodsj@lasalle.edu
(215) 991-3606

Claudia Avila

Admissions and Retentions Counselor

Hayman Hall 212

avila@lasalle.edu (estevezramirez@lasalle.edu)
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